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Course Overview: 
This course will focus on the history and developing poetics of American cinema, from its birth to 
commercial expansion. Films will be used as vehicles for an in-depth examination and discussion of 
important eras, people, and events. In particular, study will center on certain moments and themes 
important for technological, aesthetic, social and economic reasons. The course is structured 
chronologically with analysis of moments in cinema’s development that are particularly relevant from a 
historical perspective, be it aesthetic, political, technological, cultural and/or economic.  

 
Vision of the Successful Student and Core Competencies: 
Every aspect in our lives including the clothes that we wear, the relationships that we make, and the 
values that we hold dear have been influenced by our culture and society. This culture and society has 
been influenced by film, as film has been influenced by the culture, politics and economics of American 
society. Through the course, students will be able to evaluate this relationship between American society 
and the development of film. Ultimately, students will be able to describe the evolution of film from its 
origins at least to 1960 in terms of its technology, poetics, and how it encapsulates the cultures of various 
periods of time in American History.   

At the end of the course students will be able to: 

 Examine the evolution and development of film as it has influenced American society.  
 Investigate social, cultural, and political shifts in American society that has affected the 

evolution of the film industry 
 Analyze and evaluate the technological innovations that have changed the film industry in the 

last century.  
 Examine economic modes of production that governed film industry and practice  
 Explore and evaluate the cultural and social impacts of the movies. 
 Compare and contrast popular American films to understand competing perspectives on 

American history, race, culture, national identity, and society.  
 

Materials and Resources to Support Student Learning: 

Screening issues: You must be prepared to view films that will challenge you and take you outside of 
your typical film-viewing “comfort zone.” Second, you’re expected to pay close attention to the films 
during screenings, and you will be tested on screening material. Please refrain from any behavior during 
screenings that might detract from anyone’s viewing of the film, including talking to your peers or 
checking your cell phones.  



TEXT(s): A selected group of readings that will be incorporated into the course, that cover both historical 
context and the wide ranging changes in cinematography throughout some of the 19th, the 20th, and some 
of the 21st century. 
 
 
 
Evidence of Student Learning: 
 
Homework: Homework is provided to prepare students for new learning, allow them opportunities to 
practice what they have learned, and to extend their learning by providing them with learning tasks that 
will foster a deeper understanding of the subject. Some examples of homework may include application 
activities, independent reading assignments, and other tasks as assigned by the teacher. Homework will 
count as 10% of the total grade.  
 
Performance Tasks:  Performance tasks are provided to ensure that students can actively demonstrate 
their learning. Performance tasks allow students to demonstrate understanding of class content in a 
variety of formats. Some examples of performance tasks may include: research paper, persuasive 
essay(s), class presentations, evidence of literacy skills, class assignments, participation in class 
simulations/activities, and other performance tasks as assigned by the teacher. Performance tasks will 
count as 40% of the total grade.  
  
Tests and Quizzes:  
 
Quizzes are given periodically to check for student understanding of social studies skills and content. They 
may be used to determine areas of student strengths and weaknesses so that corrective whole class or 
individual instruction may be given prior to the unit test. Tests are usually given at the conclusion of a unit 
of study to determine student learning of content and skills necessary for mastery of the unit’s essential 
questions and major understandings. Test and quiz questions are designed to have students apply key 
course concepts in challenging ways. Some examples of test and quiz questions may include short answer, 
multiple choice, identification, and application. Tests and quizzes will count as 50% of the total grade.  
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